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ESM: Why so happy? 
CL: We [UNG Wi lmington Surf Team) got 2nd yesterday 2:t the NSSA Nationals. We actually tied for 1st with California State University-San 
Marcos, had a 15-minute surf-off , and the ocean went flat. It was so close, but we had the better team - Ben and Michael Powell, Ian 
Tilghman, Morgan O'Connell, Sean Herman, Liz Hauser, Hannah Frazelle, and Drake Courie, and I'm the captain. Two minutes after the horn 
blew, Mike caught a ridiculous wave that would've been a 9. You could see the other team's faces, like, "Wow, we just got really lucky." 

ESM: So how come we've never heard of you unt il now? 

Cl: {Laughs] 'Cause I'm from a town where there're no photographers, no pro surfers, no publicity, no companies, and no suri shops. 


ESM: Yet, ironically. it's called "Surf City." 
CL: Yeah, and we get no love in the surfing world. We've had some really good guys from Topsail- Zack Rice, Slater Powell , Daniel Hill, 
Joey Paliotti - who rip but never rea lly took it to the next level. But I got lots of love for my hometown. When I won the SIMA Surfing 
America U.S.A. Championships last year, I was like, "This is for the boys. I'm gonna put Topsail on the map." 

ESM: The last thing that put Topsail Island on the map, or took it off you might say, was Hurricane Fran in 1996, the strongest hurricane to 
directly hit North Carolina since 1954's Hazel. 
CL; Fran was devastating. We were extremely blessed that season, because Bertha and Fran just mauled Topsail. In our neighborhood, eight 
oceanfront houses completely disappeared. There were no pi lings, no debris ... just sand dunes left. Somehow, the only damage my house 
got was a broken w indow and an uprooted tree, and we helped our neighbors pick up the pieces of the ir completely shattered lives. Those 
were pretty sullen times. There was a lot of silence and a lot of prayers going around. A lot of really good people here lost their homes, thei r 
cars, everything . 

ESM: Wedged between two surfing hotbeds - Wrightsville Beach to the south and the Outer Banks to the north - do you feel like Topsail is 
the forgotten middle kid of North Carolina surfing? 
CL: Yes, and that's actually m~ favorite thing about this place. South swells just smash the southern end of Topsail, and these roping 
nghthanders will break, in the In let even, on six-inch-deep sandbars that nobody knows about. It's always just me and whoever 1 call to meet 
me there. Nobody ever wants to make the trek down from North Topsail Beach, and Surf City Pier ~s just overgrown with marines and punk 
kids who think it's cool to ditch school and do drugs all day. So I stick to the south end near Serenity Point, where the sandbars are way 
better, the water's bluer, and the sand's cleaner. 

ESM ; Was it natural for you to migrate south to Wilmington fo r college? 
CL: UNCW was the only place I applied . I got scholarships to a couple schools out west but couldn'~ afford it. I think I made the right 
deciSion. I absolutely love UNCW. They're constantly doing great things here, building programs and adding new studies. !Iove the teachers, 
the classes, walking around campus and seeing aU the little girlies in their skirts. We got out of school for summer, and 1 was actually 
bummed to have no reason to ride my skateboard around campus. 
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ESM: How did you get involved with the surf team? me from Huntington Beach to 
CL: My good friend Tho[Tlas Mangiacapre was the president who did everything possible for that Oceanside, and I was only there 
dub - a real ironman. So freshman year, I said, "Dude, take a break. Let me jump in and get a for 20 minutes when Ty Roach 
team together." Surfers at UNCW are so good it's silly to not have a team. I started a four-man called and told me they switched 
team, mainly for ESA Scholastics, because we didn't have an NSSA conference at the time or the schedule around to run the 
the money to drive to Florida every month. Chris Curry, the Powell brothers, and I went down to entire Men's division in one day. I 
Scholastics and just shut everyone out. So during my sophomore year, Dylan McNamara, who was had already given away my slot, 
a coach in California, jumped on bOard and gave us advice about which contests we should do. I so I called Surfing America, and 
spray-painted rocks around campus, passed out flyers for tryouts and club meetings, rounded up they said. "Today's your lucky 
rippers , called up surf shops ... everything I could do to promote us. Now we have 18 surfers who day. We got one slot left with your 
are absolutely devoted to the team. Yesterday, we were on the beach from 6:00 am to 8:30 pm name on it if you can get back 
cheering, screaming, and high-fiving. We have a lot of camaraderie and pride in our school, so we up here." I was pacing back and 
really wanted to bring that title back to Wilmington and hang it over our heads. forth in Oceanside trying to get 

a ride, like, "Crap, I finally have 
ESM: Although you fell a little short, it's still the best finish of any East Coast school in NSSA a chance to do something in surfing and I'm not gonna be able to make it. " Suddenly, Sterling 
Nationals history. Not bad for a 20-year lapse since a UNCW team even participated in the national Weatherley, who also rides for JP, showed up on his way to Lowers. I finagled a ride from him, sat 
competition. in the Trestles parking lot, got someone to meet me there, got to Huntington at 10:00 pm , woke up 
CL: Well, we went into the NSSA East Coast Championship~ with a boatload of confidence. at five the next morning for the first heat of the day, won every heat I surfed on the way to the final, 
Mainly, we were stressing for our B-team to get 2nd, because we knew our A-team was gonna had everybody comboed in the first five minutes with an 8.83 and a 7.97, and it was over - I was 
w in. But we had a few upsets. Our girls got put out early, our longboarder placed last in the final. U.S. champ just like that. I did two voice interviews, stripped off my wetsu it, jumped in the car, and 
We still won"but we knew we needed to buckle down for Nationals, develop better strategies, caught my flight. I didn't even get my trophy until two months Jater. 
and not fall. Then yesterday, Morgan O'Connell got put out in his first heat, which was devastating 
because he had a bunch of jimbronies in his heat. Then if I had won one more heat, if Ian hadn't ESM: We hear you're interested in surf journalism. What brought that about? 
fallen on one turn in the semis - all these little things would've made the difference. So we're Cl: Well, I suck at math, but I've always been strong in English. The more I researched it, the 
coming back strong next year. We're so sick of people going, "You East Coasters must be so English courses at UNCW looked pretty promising. I took a journalism class and it was so 
excited to get 2nd!" I'm like, "What does that matter? Just because you guys have all the money fast-paced, I learned so much in five months. And I was like, "This is what I wanna do!" Since I 
and the waves doesn't mean we don't rip or want it just as bad." They talk about us like we're know more about surfing than anything else (currentl y sponsored by SRH, Anon, Gravis, HSD 
handicapped. Surfboards, OAM. Surf City Surf Shop. Eastern Surf Supply, and Matuse Wetsuits], I want to work 

in the industry without being a rep. I wan t to express how I feel about surfing through words, so 
ESM: Were you patronized like that when you won the U.S.A. Champs last August? my next semester is all surrounded around creative writing and journalism classes. I'm planning 
CL: Oh yeah, and the best part was that Chris McDonald got 2nd, and we were the only two East on going on Matt George and Chris Faucher's trip (Last Mile's Surf Journalism Expedition) to the 
Coasters in the Men's division. People talk to us like we're underprivileged: "Duh, you guys have a Mentawais, where we'll do humanitarian work and learn surf journalism and photography for six 
coast? Where's North Carolina?" And we' re like, "It's right above South Carolina, you idiot." hours a day. Then I'll get three credits transferred to UNCW. I don't have the money for the trip yet, 

but I drafted a letter to send to local businesses asking for donations. Either way, I'm just pumped 
ESM: Would you consider that contest your first major breakthrough? to know what \ want to do with my life. 
CL: That was the best day of my life, hands down. I had stayed at my shaper JP Holeman's 
house, trained with the ESA Allstar Team for a week, then the contest came and I had to catch my ESM: It's a pretty competitive field, y'know. 
fliaht. So I was like, "Whatever, I caught good waves, hung out with good people, and got lots of CL: I'm a pretty competitive guy. -MP 
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