Pre-Veterinary Medical Association
General Meeting Minutes

January 28, 2009

I. Annocements

a) Semester Dues - $15.00

b) New PVMA T-Shirts - $5.00 for members, and $10.00 for non-members

c) Next General Meeting – February 18th, 7pm, Dobo Rm. 132

II. Guest Speaker – Dr.Sloan Dupree (Radiologist)

a) Dr.Dupree works as a traveling radiologist

b) She began by getting her DVM, then spent 1 year in a rotating surgical internship, and then finally applied for residency in a specialty (residency usually takes 3-4 years)

c) At the end of the residency you take an exam to get certified

d) Spending a total of 8 years obtaining a DVM and a specialty

e) If you end up concentrating in a specialty you usually stay and teach at the school you got the specialty from, or you go out into the community

III. Radiology
a) The science of looking at bones, organs, and other materials with the help of rays

b) Radiology encompasses ultrasound, CT, MRI, contrast procedures, nuclear medicine, and x-rays

c) Contrast Media: medium that is injected into veins in order to highlight the veins and arteries, used for contrast procedure

d) Ingesting the contrast medium highlights the intestines, another type of contrast procedure

e) CT: a machine that scans the body with x-rays to look at the organs, the pictures of the body appear as slices

i. Most CT scans are of regular size, but they are beginning to make bigger ones for the veterinary field

ii. The CT machine puts together a 3D image as it goes around the patient, as the patient moves forward through the scanner

iii. CT is best used for looking at bone

f) Myelogram: the procedure of injecting a medium in and around the spinal cord, so an x-ray picture can be taken of the spinal cord

g) MRI: an MR scanner is used to get sectional images of the inner body; this is done by using a rotating component and a huge magnet that pulses radiation through the patient, protons in the body align when the magnet is on, and when it’s off you can see in what order the protons relaxed first

i. Used to look at soft tissue detail

ii. Doesn’t use radiation like CT scan

h) Nuclear Medicine: radioisotope is injected into the vein, the gamma camera picks up the injection, and allows you to look at bone (bone turnover)

i. It’s a flash view of the skeletal system

ii. Diagnoses bone cancer

iii. By giving different isotope injections you can look at different things

i) Ultrasound:  when looking at the ultrasound on the screen, remember the head should always be on the left, and the tail on the right 
