Pre-Veterinary Medical Association

General Meeting Minutes

February 25, 2008

I.  Next Meeting-7 pm, DO 103


a. Wednesday, March 26

i. Dr. Lanzi-finances & hospital budgeting presentation

II.  Speaker-Dawnelle Smith, Kaplan


a. Graduate School Admissions & GRE Prep



i. How will graduate schools evaluate you?




-admissions factors fall into 3 main categories:

· academics

· experience
· personal characteristics

ii. Academics


-GPA and transcript

· addendums-why grades might have slipped (death in family, illness, etc.)


-GRE score

· higher score can offset weaker GPA

· can help pay for school-scholarships, fellowships

· compare to other applicants

iii. Experience


-work experience


-research, clinical, internships


-extracurricular activities


-community involvement


*when researching admissions requirements, if something is 

  “recommended,” you should do it!


iv. Personal Characteristics




-traits that matter…

· dedication

· passion

· integrity

· and lots more

-where do you highlight your strengths?


v. Writing Winning Essays




-focus on the following:

· stand out

· develop a theme

· show, don’t tell

· get feedback-at least 3 readers

1. friend

2. someone already in program/area of study

3. someone great at grammar




-start with brainstorming

· things you want reader to know about you

-expect 3-5 revisions



vi. Recommendations




-who to ask?

· someone who can write you a GREAT recommendation
-ask early & follow-up



vii. Interviews




-do interview if given chance

· if you don’t get accepted you can ask about weaknesses




-be professional




-have questions for interviewer

· do research beforehand

-send thank you note



viii. The Details




-understanding the GRE

· format: computer adaptive

· length: 3 hours

· quantitative section:

· 28 questions

· 45 minutes

· problem solving, quantitative comparison, data interpretation

· verbal section:

· 30 questions

· 30 minutes

· reading comprehension, analogies, antonyms, sentence completions

· analytical writing assessment section:

· two essays

· one 30-minute and one 45 minute section

· analyze an argument, present your perspective on an issue

· scoring scale: 200-800

-application

· check spelling/grammar/typos

· follow ALL directions



ix. Planning Ahead: What to Work on Now




-6 schools

· 2 safety

· 2 realistic

· 2 dream

-scores good for 5 years

· take it now!

-usually schedule test no later than September 1

· takes a few weeks to get score back

x. More Information


-1-800-KAP-TEST


-kaptest.com/gre

· free practice test


-gre.org
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