Hello Students, Thesis Directors, and Thesis Readers,

Below is a list of suggestions developed last spring by the graduate committee that might help you concerning thesis procedures and the thesis process.  Please let me know if you have any questions about the process and procedures.
Best,

Dr. Waxman
Thesis Suggestions 

1. The student should check with his/her director and 2 readers and decide upon a date for the defense, preferably by mid-February.  Once all 4 people can commit to a date and time, thesis director and student should reserve the Faculty Commons for the defense (for a date up to and including April 10th) .

2. Preferably before spring semester, the student should create an outline of the sections. Student then meets with the thesis director and comes up with mini-deadlines for each section of the thesis (soon after the student has taken the comprehensive exam is a good time to set up these section deadlines.). Ideally, drafting could begin in the fall semester. If not already done, students and their directors are urged to create these mini-deadlines now, in January.
3. Students submit each section to director as it is completed.  Director gives back each section in a timely manner with suggestions for revisions. Students should expect to do several revisions of each section and revisions of the whole draft for greater coherence and stronger focus. Introductions especially require multiple revisions, and to a lesser degree perhaps, conclusions do too. This extensive revising is an essential part of the thesis experience.  The aim is for the student to create the best possible thesis he/she is capable of producing.
4. Student keeps composing new sections as director is reading earlier section[s].

5. After receiving feedback on a section, student revises that section (look at it as a break from the composing activity).
6. When student has composed all the sections, received feedback on all, and revised according to the feedback from the director, student submits complete second draft to director. In general, the second and third readers do not see early drafts of the thesis--unless they specifically ask to see them (see  #8). 
7. If director is relatively pleased with the second draft, he/she will give the ok for student to give a complete draft to the other 2 readers.  Director may still give additional suggestions for revisions at this time.

8. Student should give the 2 readers the complete, revised draft of the thesis at least 2 weeks prior to the thesis defense date. Readers offer student suggestions for revisions in a timely fashion and also prepare for the student’s defense. 
9. Occasionally graduate faculty acting as readers of theses specifically ask to receive early drafts of sections of the thesis and to give feedback on these sections, well before two weeks prior to the thesis defense. Students should check with readers to see what their preferences are. Generally, however, students really only need to be receiving their director’s comments during the composing process and early stages of revision.
10. The other two readers give the student suggestions for revisions at or before the thesis defense.  Sometimes the readers wish to see how these final revisions have been accomplished before signing off on the thesis (although if they are minor revisions, sometimes readers will leave the final approval to the thesis director). If readers want to see a revised thesis, a date needs to be set for submitting the revised version to committee members, keeping in mind that the final version of the thesis must be turned in to the Graduate School (and also submitted online) no later than May 7th.

11. The length of the approved thesis varies quite a bit. Article-length theses (for publication in a literary journal) of 30 pages or so are one common length, but some theses are 40, 50 or 60 pages (or, occasionally, longer).  
12. If you have any questions or concerns during the thesis experience, please speak with your thesis director.  The Graduate Coordinator is also available to answer your questions.

